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Image 1: 

The site plan illustrates the extents of future 

redevelopment that spurred the community’s 

concerns about new development in the area and 

changes to the small-scale, historic character of the 

neighborhood commercial district.
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Image 2: 

At the Workshop, the initial visioning exercise asked 

attendees “What are your best ideas for the future of 

15th Avenue East?” They wrote their three best ideas 

on separate note cards which were gathered, posted 

and discussed according to emerging themes.
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Image 3:

Next, the team introduced attendees to an interactive 

design exercise. Street view elevations and aerial 

views of both sides of 15th Ave E from E Denny Way 

to E Mercer St were posted on parallel tables where 

participants sketched and made notes to reflect their 

best ideas for the corridor. 
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Image 4: 

Attendees used markers, tracing paper, and cutouts 

of amenities such as trees and benches, to mark 

up the elevations, and convey their ideas about 

challenges and opportunities for improvements, as 

well as sacred places.

Image 5:

Key Plan indicating locations of elevations marked-

up by community attendees. Key plans were 

used in Part II of the Workshop Report to identify 

locations of participant generated opportunities, 

challenges, and ideas for the future. 

1716

COMMUNITY SUGGESTIONS :

• Keep existing retail and small shops.
• Limit development to 3-4 stories and recess future development above two stories away from 15th Ave E to avoid 

the ‘canyon effect’
• Increase sidewalk width and provide amenities such as street trees, pocket parks and benches
• Provide better street facing façade at QFC but keep community bulletin board. If the community bulletin board 

moves, locate in a place with better visibility and more space for pedestrians to observe.
• Improve crosswalk delineation through special paving, paint, or other marking. 

PERCEIVED SITE CHALLENGES:

• Narrow sidewalk with obstructions are diffi cult to navigate and provide limited opportunities for amenities (trees, 
green space)

• QFC faces south, inward toward the parking lot instead of toward the street, the street facing building façade 
lacks character.

• QFC parking takes up valuable visual and physical real estate at the perceived center of the neighborhood 
shopping area.

E REPUBLICAN STREET - E HARRISON STREET
EASTSIDE

The eastside of the block is defi ned by the old fi re station 
(currently Environmental Works’ offi ce and Station 7) on the 
east corner of Harrison and 15th and the QFC building and 
parking lot (that takes up about 1/3 of the block). Between 
QFC and Republican there is a row of small shops including 
Rudy’s Barber Shop, Take 2 Consignment and Shop Rite.

Overall, there are a few small shops with medium-sized 
windows facing the street, a large grocery store with no 
windows and an entrance facing south (toward the parking lot) 
and a historic building with large windows facing the street. 
The area between Harrison St and QFC is visually open, with 
Station 7 set back from the sidewalk and the expanse of the 
QFC parking along the street frontage, creating a connection 
between the street and the alley. Station 7 has a curb cut along 

the front facade that allows pop-up concessions and deliveries 
to pull up in front of the building, the pop-up concessions are 
inconsistent but a neighborhood favorite. The QFC building has 
an awning that extends from the front of QFC to Republican, 
shadowing the QFC façade, an apartment entrance and three 
storefronts. The sidewalk along this stretch is very narrow 
with barely enough space for two people to walk side by side. 
Circulation is further obstructed by a bus stop, three light 
poles and two newspaper dispensers. There are no street 
trees on this block. Generally, people responded positively to 
the businesses located on this block but the narrow sidewalk 
and sidewalk obstructions create unpleasant experiences 
for pedestrians. While the awning shadows the entrances to 
small businesses and creates a dark cavern at the apartment 
entrance, it also provides shelter from wind and rain.

E  H A R R I S O N  S T

E  R E P U B L I C A N  S T
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Image 6:  

After the Workshop, the team compiled all of the 

responses to reveal the community’s common ideas 

and themes.  These themes were shared with the 

attendees in Part I of the Workshop Report as a tool 

to engage with developers, designers, and public 

agencies.

   76  

Unique, interactive architecture, no more flat walls like QFC / Walgreens

A robust variety of independent shops, restaurants, services

Maintain street level appearance, build contemporary housing set back from the street

Small / unique restaurant / retail spaces, good mix of residential, affordable retail

Cleaner + safer for everyone: lighting, widen / fix sidewalks, seating, parklets, bike lanes

IDEAS FROM THE COMMUNITY
A GRAPHIC REPRESENTATION OF IDEAS WITH
AT LEAST  5 RESPONSES

A MORE IN-DEPTH CHART LOCATED ON PAGE 10

Add trees/planters/potted plants to the Ave., consider it a requirement for developers

Preserve architectural heritage, adapt exisitng facades in new development

11  Responses11  Responses

16  Responses16  Responses

18  Responses18  Responses

38  Responses38  Responses

5  Responses5  Responses

7  Responses7  Responses

11  Responses11  Responses

   54  

Participants are asked to mark up 
elevations to show their best ideas for 
the future of the neighborhood

Participants group notecards of
their ideas by themes

EMERGING THEMES

PRESERVATION OF HISTORY

BUILDING UNIQUE NEIGHBORHOOD CHARACTER

PROVIDING A SAFE ENVIRONMENT FOR ALL

PROMOTING PARKS AND GREEN SPACE

SUPPORTING LOCAL RETAIL

MAINTAINING SIDEWALKS + STREETS

INVOLVEMENT IN ZONING + PLANNING

COMMON IDEAS AND THEMES FROM ANSWERS
COLLECTED DURING THE WORKSHOP

4  
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Image 8: 

The team leads students on a tour of the 15th Ave 

East corridor to share personal experiences of living 

and working in the area, and point out historic 

facades and key elements of existing public life. 

Image 7: 

The process further evolved when our team was 

approached by a distinguished university professor 

who wanted to use the collected community ideas 

to inform student work in an interdisciplinary design 

studio.  Here, the team presents the Workshop and 

Report findings to the students.
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Image 9: 

The team hosted a gallery for community members to 

review the student’s in-progress work. Through sticky 

note commentary and one-on-one conversations, 

students engaged members of the public and local 

designers to gain constructive feedback on their 

proposals.
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Image 10 & 11:

The team served as reviewers for in-progress critiques 

and the final studio review of the student’s work in 

response to information and ideas gathered through 

the Workshop and documented in the Report. For 

their final review, the students created a scale model  

of the 15th Ave E corridor for reference. 
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Image 12, 13, 14:

Covers of Parts I, II, and III of the 15th Avenue East 

Community Workshop Report. Links to the Reports 

were emailed to the Workshop attendees and 

are available for viewing and download from the 

Workshop website.

   1

COMMUNITY WORKSHOP
Presented By :

A SUMMARY OF YOUR

PART
   1

COMMUNITY WORKSHOP

A SUMMARY OF YOUR

PART 2 Presented By :

   1

COMMUNITY WORKSHOP

A SUMMARY OF YOUR

PART 3 Presented By :
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Image 15:

The cover of the student publication documenting the 

studio process, the Workshop team’s involvement, and 

the student’s final design proposals for the 15th Ave 

East corridor. The student book is available on the class 

website and in print. Excerpts of student work were also 

featured in Part III of the Workshop Report. 

continuity + change

for 15th avenue east
scan|design interdisciplinary master studio 2018
university of washington, college of built environmentsinterdisciplinary master studio 2018


