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Three Questions: 

1. Connection: How can public space build and encourage connections between people 
experiencing homelessness and broader society? 

2. Invitation: How can public spaces help to mitigate the acute trauma(s) of 
homelessness?

3. Prevention:  Are there opportunities to reorient the public’s role in shaping the built 
environment to prevent homelessness?
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my story with homelessness begins here . . .

. . . in seattle’s “jungle” on the evening of January 26, 2016



what is our ethical 
responsibility to people 

experiencing homelessness?
ethical

how should we act—both 
individually and collectively—in 
confronting this crisis?  



ethical

what role does public space—
our collective commons—have 
in combating homelessness? 

if people experiencing 
homelessness are excluded 
from public space, what does 
that say about our social 
contract? 

democratic



ethical democratic

professional
has our profession helped exacerbate 

or improve the situation for those 
experiencing homelessness? 

how can our training in ambiguity, 
indeterminacy, and the processes of 
open systems inform the spatial 
conversations around homelessness? 



“The legislature finds that in order to safeguard life, health, and property 
and to promote public welfare, it is necessary to regulate the practice of 
landscape architecture.” 
- Finding, Washington State Legislature



“You learn more from the woman who takes a shortcut, who forces the 
product to do something the manual says it can’t, who imagines what it 
might do if only…You learn from people who break the rules.” 
- Tom Kelley, IDEO, The Art of Innovation



ethical democratic

professional



• 553,742 people experiencing homelessness in the US
• First increase in seven years
• Caused by local conditions
• 184,661 families with children
• 40,799 people experiencing homelessness were unaccompanied 

youth
• veterans homelessness increased, but has dropped overall since 

2009
• 12 percent more individuals with chronic patterns of homelessness
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• 11,643 people experiencing homelessness in King County
• 3,857 unsheltered people in Seattle
• 77% of respondents lived in King County when they lost their housing
• disproportionately impacts people of color (55% of homeless population compared 

to 22% of county population)
• 28% of youth experiencing homelessness identified as LGBTQ
• 2,833 in families with children
• 1,329 people were veterans
• 2,773 people were experiencing chronic homelessness
• 1,498 were unaccompanied youth or young adults

Seattle/King County Point-in-time Count of Persons Experiencing Homelessness



READING. LISTENING. OBSERVING. REFLECTING. GROWING.  UNDERSTANDING.












homelandlab.com or HomeLandLab on iTunes



“Why is Homelessness Increasing?”    
Washington State Department of Commerce
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so what is the proximate cause of homelessness? 



“Why is Homelessness Increasing?”    
Washington State Department of Commerce







Leah Filler

INVITATION: RADICAL HOSPITALITY

LavaMae



CONNECTION: GUIDANCE

Wendell Blassingame In St. James Park, Skid Row



Leslie Smith Activation

CONNECTION: PROGRAMMING





CONNECTION: GIVING

Graham Pruss WeCount’s Box of Socks



Tamika Butler

INVITATION: TRANSPORTATION


null
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LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS: DEFINING THE IDEA OF HOME



LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS: SEGREGATING HOME


null

66.637054











PREVENTION: THE BLOCK PROJECT



PREVENTION: THE BLOCK PROJECT



Can we use our public lands as a bridge to backfill supply 
until demand weakens or enough new units come online? 



PREVENTION: HOUSING ON PUBLIC LANDS
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PREVENTION: HOUSING ON PUBLIC LANDS

DISCOVERY WOODLAND PARK 
/ GREEN LAKE 

MAGNUSON 

2.8 ACRES 

18.16 ACRES 14.02 ACRES 



PREVENTION: HOUSING ON PUBLIC LANDS
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1. THIS IS A BUILT ENVIRONMENT PROBLEM
2. THERE APPEARS TO BE NO POLICY OBJECTIVE. 
3. WE’VE DESIGNED A SYSTEM THAT CREATES MAXIMUM IMPACTS ON PUBLIC SPACES
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strengthening community 
increasing safety 

keeping families together
protecting the commons 

respecting dignity
encouraging hygiene 

promoting productivity
treating mental health

providing stability
being cost effective

ending homelessness



1. THIS IS A BUILT ENVIRONMENT PROBLEM 
2. NO ONE LIKES WHAT WE’RE DOING NOW 
3. THERE APPEARS TO BE NO POLICY OBJECTIVE 
4. WE’VE DESIGNED POLICIES, SYSTEMS AND ENVIRONMENTS THAT MAXIMIZE IMPACTS ON 
PUBLIC SPACES



YET … 



WE CAN DESIGN BETTER POLICIES, SYSTEMS AND ENVIRONMENTS







“WE NEED TO FIND SPACE.”    –WENDELL BLASSINGAME


32.65334





Three Questions: 

1. Connection: How can public space build and encourage connections between people 
experiencing homelessness and broader society? 

2. Invitation: How can public spaces help to mitigate the acute trauma(s) of 
homelessness?

3. Prevention:  Are there opportunities to reorient the public’s role in shaping the built 
environment to prevent homelessness?



Three Strategies to: 

1. Connect.
2. Invite.
3. Prevent.

Brainstorm Discuss Report Out



MAKINGSPACE
optimistic  strategies  for  addressing  urban  homelessness

Brice Maryman
MIG | SvR
LAF Fellow
WASLA Conference
March 16, 2018


	MAKINGSPACE
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	my story with homelessness begins here . . .
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Leah Filler
	Slide Number 31
	Leslie Smith
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Slide Number 42
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44
	Slide Number 45
	Slide Number 46
	Slide Number 47
	Slide Number 48
	Slide Number 49
	Slide Number 50
	�1. THIS IS A BUILT ENVIRONMENT PROBLEM�2. THERE APPEARS TO BE NO POLICY OBJECTIVE. �3. WE’VE DESIGNED A SYSTEM THAT CREATES MAXIMUM IMPACTS ON PUBLIC SPACES�
	1. THIS IS A BUILT ENVIRONMENT PROBLEM �2. NO ONE LIKES WHAT WE’RE DOING NOW �2. THERE APPEARS TO BE NO POLICY OBJECTIVE. �3. WE’VE DESIGNED A SYSTEM THAT CREATES MAXIMUM IMPACTS ON PUBLIC SPACES�
	1. THIS IS A BUILT ENVIRONMENT PROBLEM �2. NO ONE LIKES WHAT WE’RE DOING NOW �3. THERE APPEARS TO BE NO POLICY OBJECTIVE�3. WE’VE DESIGNED A SYSTEM THAT CREATES MAXIMUM IMPACTS ON PUBLIC SPACES�
	1. THIS IS A BUILT ENVIRONMENT PROBLEM �2. NO ONE LIKES WHAT WE’RE DOING NOW �3. THERE APPEARS TO BE NO POLICY OBJECTIVE �4. WE’VE DESIGNED POLICIES, SYSTEMS AND ENVIRONMENTS THAT MAXIMIZE IMPACTS ON PUBLIC SPACES�
	YET … 
	WE CAN DESIGN BETTER POLICIES, SYSTEMS AND ENVIRONMENTS
	Slide Number 57
	Slide Number 58
	“WE NEED TO FIND SPACE.”    –WENDELL BLASSINGAME
	Slide Number 60
	Slide Number 61
	MAKINGSPACE

