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History of Volunteer Park















J.C. Olmsted Seattle visits – 1903 and 1908

Olmsted Design Philosophy applied to the Seattle Park System:
• Greenswards
• Meandering drives; separation of pedestrians, vehicles, bicycles, etc.
• Borrowed mountain and lake views
• Variety of park purposes and styles – “genius of place”
• Layered planting design with mix of ornamentals and natives
• Separation of programmed, more formal, spaces and un-

programmed, less formal, spaces





Olmsted Brothers
Volunteer Park Design –
Concept and Realization

























Changes to the Olmsted Park Design 
Over Time 











Landmark Nomination
2011

Reasons for Nominating Volunteer Park:
• Formal Design Significance
• Horticultural Gem
• Lidding or De-commissioning Reservoir
• Museum Expansion
• Decline of the Urban Forest



Founding of 
Volunteer Park Trust

2012



Volunteer Park Trust Model
Compared to Others

• Central Park, New York:  Exclusive Role
• Buffalo, NY Park System:  Leadership Role
• Volunteer Park Trust:  Supplemental Role to SPR



Achievements of the First Five-Year Plan
2012 - 2017

• Activation and Events
• Appearance and Community Involvement; Safety
• Planting Restoration in the Olmsted Manner
• Irrigation Assessment
• Amphitheater Feasibility Study
• Museum Expansion Charrettes and Participation
• Fund-raising

























Goals for the Second Five-Year Plan,
2018 - 2023

• Continued activation and events
• Minor Capital Improvements, including Lily Pond Fences andLighting

Renovation
• Major Capital Improvement:  Reservoir Re-design, including Sunset 

Promenade
• Major Capital Improvement:  Amphitheater Implemenation
• Major Capital Improvement:  Irrigation Renovation
• Planting Restoration:  Southwest and Southeast Entrances













The End
Questions?
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