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Corridor in the City



City in the Corridor



PROCESS



Context



Project Area



Design Team Workshops



Client Workshops



Public Engagement



Public Engagement



Collaboration with Academia psu arch 488 design studio



Collaboration with Academia psu arch 488 design studio



Collaboration with Academia psu arch 488 design studio presentations at tam



Prairie Line Trail Public Art Plan TODD W. BRESSI | THOUGHTBARN  



Prairie Line Trail Public Art Plan URBAN INCIDENTS  



INVENTORY



In 1864 President Lincoln signed legislation which chartered the Northern Pacific 
Railroad to complete a line between the mid-west and Puget Sound

•	 Prairie Line refers to the “burnt prairie” route across the Nisqually delta from Tenino

•	 Diagonal Tacoma route was designed to accommodate the most powerful locomotive available

•	 Built by Chinese contract labor in 1873

•	 When built, it became the Pacific terminus of the Northern Pacific Railroad that linked to the Great Lakes

•	 In 1885 a major fire devastated downtown Tacoma, prompting the first building codes, which called for brick 
and stone permanent structures

•	 The line became a development trunk for the growth of Tacoma, sprouting rail sidings to serve industrial 
and shipping facilities in what is now the warehouse and brewery district, including UWT

•	 The area has been a constantly changing web of rail spurs and sidings served by brick warehouses, loading 
docks and freight yards that gave form to these districts

•	 The first passenger depot was located on the Milgard property. It was physically moved in 1892 to the site of 
what is now Union Station

•	 Many of the dock spaces you see along the corridor are actual rail sidings for loading and freight car 
access to buildings/cranes

Historic Background



Historic Background



Historic Background



Character



Character
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Artifact



ANALYSIS



Analysis PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION  



Analysis vehicular circulation



Analysis PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION 



Analysis bicycle routes  



Analysis HISTORIC BUILDINGS



Analysis PUBLIC OPEN SPACE  



UNDERSTANDING



DEVELOPMENT
Catalyze economic and neighborhood development by creating a signature public space that 
connects downtown districts, maintains access for adjacent properties, attracts private economic 
development, and harmoniously integrates with and enhances its surroundings.

MOVEMENT
Connect the Foss Waterway, downtown destinations and regional bicycle and pedestrian 
networks via a safe, comfortable and accessible multi-use pathway.
 
GATHERING
Develop a series of attractive, safe, and meaningful open spaces that provide opportunities for the 
community to interact, learn and play.
    
HISTORY 
Respect the history of the Prairie Line, particularly the curve and grade of the tracks, and the 
story of its land, people and economy through preservation and interpretation.
 
CULTURE 
Integrate public art and design features that create connections
to Tacoma’s place, culture, environment, and history.
 
NATURE 
Integrate natural features and systems, including innovative stormwater strategies, and inspire 
interactions with the natural environment.

Project Goals



Prairie Line Trail south end  



Prairie Line Trail Central



Prairie Line Trail north end



Phasing and ROW Acquisition 



CONTINUITY + IDENTITY + FUNCTIONALITY + FLEXIBILITY + MAGNET

overlook water street urban flexible uwt station civic art park foss connector

Components + Synergies



CONCEPT



Placemaking



Urban Palimpsest



Stormwater Vision



Stormwater Strategy



Composite Approach



Urban Palimpsest



Concept Evolution rail spurs



Concept Evolution DOCKS AND CHANNELS



Concept Evolution garden rooms



UWT Station 21st - 17th streets



UWT Station at 17th street



UWT Station at 17th street



AFTERUWT Station at 17th street 



Overlook 26th - 25th streets



Water Street 25th - 23rd streets



Water Street at 23rd street



Water Street at 23rd street



Urban Flexible 23rd - 21st streets



Urban Flexible at 23rd street



Urban Flexible at 23rd street



Civic Art Park 17th - 15th streets



Civic Art Park at 17th street



Civic Art Park at 17th street



Prairie Line Trail Phase I at 17th street
Image courtesy of City of Tacoma



Foss Connector 15th Street - foss



Foss Connector at the bridge



Foss Connector at the bridge



UWT STATION



Prairie Line Trail at UWT Station  



BEFOREPrairie Line Trail at UWT Station  at 2ist street  Before



AFTERPrairie Line Trail at UWT Station  at 2ist street  After



BEFOREPrairie Line Trail at UWT Station  at 19th street  Before



AFTERPrairie Line Trail at UWT Station  at 19th street  After



Prairie Line Trail at UWT Station  biofiltration basin at 21st



Prairie Line Trail at UWT Station  timber walls



Prairie Line Trail at UWT Station  central plaza at 19th street



COMMUNITY 
REGENERATION



Economic + Community Development



Public Private Partnerships 
Image courtesy of Olson Kundig



Investment in the Arts
Image courtesy of Tacoma Arts



Holiday Inn Express 2013 

UW Tacoma Station 2014

TAM Haub Galleries 2014

University Y Student Center 2015

The Henry Apartments 2015

Pacific Brewing & Malting Co. reopens 2014

Seven Seas Brewing 2016

Japanese Memorial 
		      2014

Sun King 
2016

Development along the Trail



Upcoming Projects along the Trail

Nisqually Power Station (RAM brewery expansion)

Heritage Grant: Chinese Wagon

TAM Benaroya NW Art 2018 New Hotel at Convention Center

Heritage Grant: Mural Puyallup

Heritage Grant: Children’s Sculpture

Heritage Grant: Pillar Painting

Heritage Grant: 
Bridge Sculpture



Activation pop up art putt putt
Image courtesy of the Tacoma Art Museum 



Activation BikeroBrew  
Image courtesy of Peaks & Pints



Activation dawg dash 
Image courtesy of UW Tacoma
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