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Christine Harrington
GGLO

Landscape Architect

Christine enjoys cultivating collaborative 
relationships with clients and design team 

members in pursuit of transforming common 
materials into inspirational spaces



Introduction

Spencer Howard
Artifacts Consulting

Preservation Planner

The focus of Spencer’s work has been the 
documentation of historic properties and 
cultural landscapes to support continued use. 



Introduction

PJ Benenati
GGLO

Landscape Architect

Working at a variety of scales, PJ approaches 
all projects with a fresh lens, to ensure 

community driven design that evolves to meet 
the needs of the end users.



Presentation Outline

• OVERVIEW OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

• Connecting Story & Place | Spaulding Ranch

• Positioning Existing Parks For The Next 50 Years | Ann Morrison Park

• Palimpsest: Uncovering Identity | Indian Creek Plaza



Learning Objectives

1. Understand the (4) treatments of Historic Preservation.
2. Learn how to incorporate different public involvement 

strategies.
3. Learn how to overlay community driven designs and 

historic character.
4. Acquire a basic understanding of how to keep historic 

landscapes relevant and a catalyst for urban 
development.



Documenting Cultural Landscapes

Cultural Landscape Report
• Treatment approach selection
• Site and background data
• Analysis of development patterns and significance
• Prioritized recommendations 
• Guidelines for the Treatment of Cultural Landscapes used to apply the Standards for 

the Treatment of Historic Properties

Preparation Process:
• Historic significance
• Physical condition
• Proposed use
• Intended interpretation

CULTURAL LANDSCAPE REPORT



Documenting Cultural Landscapes
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

• Is the landscape listed to a historic register? 
• If so, under which criteria?
• Any protective covenants?

• Designed landscape or developed through use?
• Why does it exist?

• Rarity of the landscape? 
• What are the character-defining features and spaces?

• (form, materials, features, spatial organization, topography, 
circulation, and vegetation)

• What are the development period(s)?
• Are there key historical themes or persons?
• What is the period of significance and why? 



Documenting Cultural Landscapes
PHYSICAL CONDITION

• What was the original design or form?
• Point in time? 
• Series of steps or processes?

• How much of the original landscape remains intact?
• What and when did alterations occur?

• How did these changes impact the landscape?
• How do they relate to the period of significance?

• Do conditions require stabilization or protection of existing features 
pending work?



Documenting Cultural Landscapes
PROPOSED USE

• Talking with users and neighbors to understand the landscape’s 
community role (present and past)

• How was the landscape used historically?
• Highly specific function or general?

• How does the proposed use relate to historic use(s)? 
• What is the level of public access to the landscape?
• Working with the owner(s) to understand funding and programming 

needs
• Consulting with land use and building officials to understand code 

requirements



Documenting Cultural Landscapes

• Based on the historical significance, physical condition, and proposed 
use what is the treatment approach?

• What level of new work, repairs, signage, universal access routes, or 
replanting are necessary to support proposed use(s), interpretation, 
and the treatment approach?

• Develop prioritized recommendations to implement changes 
consistent with the Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties

• Does interpretation focus on a single period of development or event 
or a broader period?

TREATMENT



Overview of Historic Preservation Treatments

PRESERVATIONCHOOSING AN APPRORIATE PRESERVATION PRACTICE

PRESERVATION
PRESERVATION REHABILITATION RESTORATION RECONSTRUCTION



Overview of Historic Preservation Treatments

• Maintenance and repair of existing 
historic materials

• Retention of a landscape's form as 
it has evolved over time

• A largely intact, historically 
significant landscape requiring few 
programming changes

PRESERVATION
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties



Overview of Historic Preservation Treatments

REHABILITATION

• Need to alter or add to the 
landscape to support continuing or 
change in use

• Retains the landscape's historic 
character. 

• A historically significant landscape 
previously altered and/or anticipates 
changes due to a change in use. 

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties



Overview of Historic Preservation Treatments

RESTORATION

• Depicts a landscape at a particular 
period of time

• Removes evidence of other periods
• Achieved significance at a particular 

point in time with an ongoing or new 
use tied closely to the original 
design

• High level of detail required with 
regard to original design and 
planting

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties



Overview of Historic Preservation Treatments

RECONSTRUCTION

• Re-creates vanished or non-
surviving portions of a landscape for 
interpretive purposes

• Requires an exacting level of detail 
with regard to the original design, 
materials, and plantings in order to 
support the interpretive goals

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties



Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place

SPAULDING RANCH | Boise, ID

• 20 Acre Site
• First Structure Built in 1895
• 4 Owners
• Originally a “Gentleman’s Farm”



Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place
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Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place

SPAULDING RANCH | Boise, ID

DESIGN SITE

OPEN SPACE

N. GLENWOOD ST.

FRONTAGE ROAD

FENCING

SIDEWALK

HISTORIC FENCE



Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place
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Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place
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Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place

Timeline analysis of site elements from Artifacts

SPAULDING RANCH | Boise, ID



Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place

What Historic Elements Do You 
Prioritize For Rehabilitation?

SPAULDING RANCH | Boise, ID



Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place

SPAULDING RANCH | Boise, ID



Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place

Our Design Approach Focused On:
• Historic Preservation
• Education & Interpretation
• Community Connections

Our Process Focused On:



Boise Parks 
Department

Historic 
Preservation

Education & 
Interpretation

Urban 
Agriculture

Neighborhood

• Global Gardens
• Treasure Valley Food Coalition
• NW Center for Alternatives 
to Pesticides

Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place

SPAULDING RANCH | Boise, ID

• Boise Urban Garden School (BUGS)
• Boise Foothills & Open Space

• Preservation Idaho
• Idaho State Historic Preservation Office
• Arts & History Commission
• Artifacts – Historic Preservation Consultant

• West Bench Neighborhood Assoc.
• City of Boise Neighborhood Coord.
• Neighbors & Boise Residents



Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place

SPAULDING RANCH | Boise, ID

How Do We Continue Moving Forward?:



Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place
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Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place

83% 90% 94%
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How Do We Continue Moving Forward?:



Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place

83% 90% 94% 63%

SPAULDING RANCH | Boise, ID

How Do We Continue Moving Forward?:



Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place

DISCOVERY PHASE | What We Heard

• More Than A Museum: Unique 
& Iconic Hard Working Farm

• Active Park Space for Today 
& The Future

• Bridge the Gap Between 
Urban & Rural

• Community Gardens
• Natural Play
• Historic Interpretation
• Wildlife Habitat & Education



Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place

DISCOVERY PHASE | What We Heard

• Walking Paths
• Flexible Event Space 
• Agricultural Education
• Food Education and Preparation
• Youth connections & outdoor 

classrooms
• Farmer’s Market
• Urban Demonstration Farm
• Sustainable Water Use 

& Agriculture Irrigation



Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

THE POWER OF 10
A place thrives when users have a range of reasons 
(10+) to  be there. These might include a place to 
sit, play areas to enjoy, art to touch, music to hear, 
food to eat, history to experience, and people to 
meet. Ideally, some of these activities will be unique 
to the place reflecting the culture and history of the 
community. 

Goal is to create daily opportunities for cultural, 
historical & ecological exploration. A successful park 
engages the community while being a regional draw 
throughout the year. An active park will be flexible to 
accommodate large events and inviting for daily use 
by neighbors. 

ACTIVE PLAY & YEAR AROUND



Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
A successful open space requires at least 10 elements that encourage activity within the park throughout the 
day and year round. 

Select your Top 10 activities that you would like to see in Spaulding Ranch:



Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

10 Open Space



Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

9 Farm to Table Events



Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

8 Urban Demonstration Farm



Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

7 Wildlife Habitat



Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

6 Event Space



Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

5 Farmers Market



Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

4 Community Gardens



Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

3 Natural Play Elements



Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

2 Orchard Fruit Trees



Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

1 Walking/Jogging Paths



Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place

ApproachAPPROACH



Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place

• Walking Paths
• Natural Play Elements

WHERE DOES IT ALL GO?



Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place



Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place

ONLINE CHARRETTE

Move the program elements on the 
bottom of the map into the outlined area 
where you believe the program element 

should be placed.

You must use all the program elements.



Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place

SPAULDING RANCH | Boise, ID



Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place

EVENT SPACE

COMMUNITY GARDENS

FARMERS MARKET

NATURAL PLAY

PARKING

ORCHARD

INCUBATOR FARM

DEMONSTRATION FARM

OPEN SPACE / HAYFIELD

WETLAND / HABITAT

KITCHEN / CAFÉ

MUSEUM

WHAT WE HEARD | Program Plan



Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place

SPAULDING RANCH | Option 1



Restoration vs Rehabilitation: Connecting Story & Place

SPAULDING RANCH | Option 2



Positioning Existing Parks for the Next 50 Years
ANN MORRISON PARK | Boise, ID



Positioning Existing Parks for the Next 50 Years
Ribbon of Jewels | Boise, ID



Positioning Existing Parks for the Next 50 Years
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Positioning Existing Parks for the Next 50 Years

• What are the character defining features –
Touchstones

• Preserving the historic significance

• Stakeholders: Morrison Family, Community 
& Recreation Groups, Neighbors, 
Environmental Groups

• Neighborhood and Destination Park

ANN MORRISON PARK | Boise, ID



Positioning Existing Parks for the Next 50 Years
ANN MORRISON PARK | Boise, ID

Morrison Family Priorities

• Legacy of Ann Morrison

• Open Space

• Family Play

• Access to the River



Positioning Existing Parks for the Next 50 Years
ANN MORRISON PARK | Boise, ID

• Improve Circulation

• Enhance Ecological and Recreational Function of 
River and Waterways

• Restore and Enhance historic features of the park

• Improve function for Recreational Sports and 
Special Events

• Refresh the Park to be more responsive to the 
current and evolving needs of the community

Over 1,000 
Participants in 

Survey and 
Open House



Positioning Existing Parks for the Next 50 Years
ANN MORRISON PARK | Boise, ID



Positioning Existing Parks for the Next 50 Years
Existing Circulation



Positioning Existing Parks for the Next 50 Years
Proposed Circulation



Positioning Existing Parks for the Next 50 Years
MAIN ENTRY – MEMORIAL MALL



Positioning Existing Parks for the Next 50 Years
MAIN ENTRY – MEMORIAL MALL

Then Now



Positioning Existing Parks for the Next 50 Years

Picnic Shelters

Amphitheatre / Stage

Renovated Fountain

MAIN ENTRY – MEMORIAL MALL



Positioning Existing Parks for the Next 50 Years
WATERWAYS : EXISTING CONDITIONS



Positioning Existing Parks for the Next 50 Years
WATERWAYS : POND

Then Now



Positioning Existing Parks for the Next 50 Years
WATERWAYS : POND



Positioning Existing Parks for the Next 50 Years
WATERWAYS : BOISE RIVER

Then Now



Positioning Existing Parks for the Next 50 Years
WATERWAYS : THE BOISE RIVER



Positioning Existing Parks for the Next 50 Years
WATERWAYS : THE BOISE RIVER



Positioning Existing Parks for the Next 50 Years



Palimpsest: Uncovering Identity
INDIAN CREEK PLAZA | Caldwell, ID
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SITE



Palimpsest: Uncovering Identity
INDIAN CREEK PLAZA | Caldwell, ID



Palimpsest: Uncovering Identity
NEW DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

• Landscape construction where one 
historically never existed

• Landscape construction where a 
previous historic landscape used to 
exist

• Contemporary use or interpretive 
needs are basis for design

• Understanding the context and 
historical development patterns of 
the construction site is key for 
compatibility with their setting



Palimpsest: Uncovering Identity
INDIAN CREEK PLAZA | Caldwell, ID



Palimpsest: Uncovering Identity
INDIAN CREEK PLAZA | Caldwell, ID

• Get people Downtown on a 
consistent basis

• Programmed Plaza with 
activities at least 250 days a 
year

• Stage, Ice Rink and Splash Pad
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Palimpsest: Uncovering Identity
INDIAN CREEK PLAZA | Caldwell, ID



Conclusion



Conclusion



Positioning existing parks for the next 50 years

Q & A


