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1. Understand how multiple layers of history contributed towards the 
evolution of the park and its design.

2. Learn from this case study how local community activism supported 
the preservation of the park and its renewal and reactivation.

3. Learn how the park’s ecology and the urban forest were studied and 
reshaped for the improved ecological health of the park.

4. Learn how thoughtful approaches to Crime Prevention through 
Environmental Design (CPTED) can promote the preservation of 
historic landscapes.
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History – Late 1880s



History – George Kinnear



History – 1891 
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History – 1899 



History – 1900 George Coterill’s Bicycle Plan



History – 1891-1894 Upper Kinnear Improvements
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History – 1891-1894 Upper Kinnear Improvements



History – 1894 Lower Kinnear Improvements



History – 1899 

“…there is nothing prettier in Seattle than Kinnear Park.”
Seattle Times Article, June 11, 1899



History – 1900 



History – 1903 Olmsted Brother’s Visit



History – 1904 Tent Caterpillar



History – 1931 Plan
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Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) Principles

CPTED
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1. Access Control
• Bollards (restricting 

particular uses)
• Hedges
• Furnishing placement
• Fencing (play and 

recreation areas)
• Gates (entries)

CPTED Principles



2. Natural Surveillance

• Maximize visibility from adjacent 

buildings and roads

• Maximize surveillance on site 

(activate through programming)

CPTED Principles



3. Territorial Reinforcement

• Public vs. private 

ownership

• Signs/tags

• Trees and formal planting

• Hardscape/paving

CPTED Principles



4. Maintenance

• Indicates care and ownership

• Provides a visible presence

• Address vandalism (paint 

over graffiti, immediately 

repair/replace)

CPTED Principles



Problems

Graffiti & vandalism

Diseased trees

Overgrown and invasive vegetation

Limited visibility

Eroding trails and slopes

Lack of programmed activities

Minimal way finding

No ADA accessible areas
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Assets

Volunteer groups

History of community gatherings

Tennis court

Trail network

Natural vegetation

Champion trees

Natural surveillance

Views



Asset



Asset



Asset



Asset



Asset



Design



Design



Design



Design



W Roy St

Design – Master Plan



Design – Before 



Design – Concept 



Design – After 



Design – Before 



Design – Before 



Design – Concept 



Design – After 



Design – After 



Design – Before 



Design – After 



Design – Before 



Design – Concept 



Design – After 



Design – After 



Design – After 



Design – After 



Design – Before 



Design – After 



Design – After 



Design – Before 



Design – After 



Design – Before 



Design – After 



Design – Before 



Design – Before 



Design – After 



Design – Before 



Design – After 



Design – Before 



Design – After 



Design – After 



Design – After 



Design – Before 



Design – After 



Design – After 



Design – Before 



Design – Concept 



Design – After 



Design – After 



Design – After 



Design – After 



Design – After 



Design – After 



Celebrate!



W Roy St


