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A NEW CIVIC INFRASTRUCTURE
The Cross Kirkland Corridor Master Plan transforms a defunct rail line into a world-class amenity, forging a connection 
through the heart of an evolving region with a series of public places directly reflecting the community.
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Representing 5.8 miles of the greater, 43-mile Eastside Rail Corridor, the CKC delivers the critical first link in connecting 
Eastside communities with alternate transit options and recreation opportunities.

REGIONAL CONNECTIONS
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CROSSING KIRKLAND
Nearly six miles long, the proposed CKC traverses the heart of Kirkland, Washington, and stitches together diverse 
neighborhoods and landscape conditions with sensitive interventions that are rooted in place. 
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VISIONING & PROJECT GOALS - DRAFT
17 September 2013

UNDERSTANDING THE CORRIDOR - DRAFT
17 September 2013
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UNDERSTANDING THE CORRIDOR

VISIONING + PROJECT GOALS

CKC MASTERPLAN

REALIZING THE VISION

TRANSIT + UTILITY STUDY

CHARACTER ZONE

SITE-SPECIFIC LAYOUT

CORRIDOR FUNCTION

EXPERIENCE + ECOLOGY

The plan balances expertise in analyzing technical issues (site ecologies, utilities, transportation and safety issues) 
and engaging communities in understanding priorities, stories, observations, history and character resulting in a 
master plan that is both technically and culturally rooted.

PROCESS + COMMUNITY
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Intensive analysis built a thorough understanding of the physical and regulatory conditions of the site while project 
goals formalized both research and public involvement to provide metrics for all proposed interventions.

KEY ANALYSIS + GOALS
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FIBER OPTIC

KING COUNTY WASTEWATER PIPE

100’-0” 
CORRIDOR

INTERIM TRAIL NEAR TERM LONG TERM WITH TRANSIT

The vision of the CKC takes the long view. Design interventions are presented as phased components that provide 
clear, near-term direction but allow for future contingencies such as utility integration and the accommodation of 
high-capacity transit.

CLEAR VISION + FLEXIBLE FUTURES
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PRIMARY TRAIL THE TRAIL EVOLVES: DIVIDED TRAIL SIDE TRAIL + UTILIZING GRADE 

Varied trail profiles offer circulation options throughout CKC Character Zones and the flexibility for phased development 
as traffic volumes increase.

FUNCTIONAL KIT OF PARTS
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PROTOTYPICAL 
INTERSECTIONS

MIXING ZONES

Strategic, consistent use of design elements intuitively alerts, slows, and focuses the attention of cyclists and 
pedestrians at all points of potential conflict, from vehicular crossings to trail mixing zones.

FUNCTIONAL KIT OF PARTS
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The plan identifies eight character zones associated with neighborhoods, environmental conditions and cultural 
influences. Each zone’s unique assets are leveraged, developing a unified experience while remaining deferential to 
the rich, diverse qualities of the neighborhoods the CKC traverses.

CHARACTER ZONES
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URBAN / NATURAL

STOP / GO

SLOW / FAST

CORRIDOR / PLACE

UP / DOWN

DRY / WET

OPEN / CLOSED

NEW / OLD
10

8
th

 A
ve

 N
E

N
E

 5
2n

d
 S

t

N
E

 5
4

th
 S

t

N
E

 5
3r

d
 S

t

N
E

 5
5t

h 
S

t

N
E

 6
0

th
 S

t

N
E

 6
2n

d
 S

t

N
E

 6
4

th
 S

t

N
E

 6
8

th
 S

t

7t
h 

A
ve

 S

3r
d

 A
ve

 S
6

th
 S

t 
S

K
ir

kl
an

d
 A

ve

N
E

 1
0

0
th

 S
t

K
ir

kl
an

d
 W

ay

N
E

 8
5t

h 
S

t

7t
h 

A
ve

11
0

th
 A

ve
 N

E

18
th

 A
ve

LAKE WASHINGTON

I-405

11
1t

h 
A

ve
 N

E

11
6

th
 A

ve
 N

E

12
0

th
 A

ve
 N

E

N
E

 1
16

th
 S

t

12
0

th
 A

ve
 N

E

I-
4

0
5

N
E

 1
24

th
 S

t
To

te
m

 L
ak

e 
B

lv
d

12
8

th
 L

n 
N

E

13
2n

d
 A

ve
 N

E

SR
 5

20

N
E

 1
12

th
 S

t

URBAN

NATURAL

5 MINUTE WALK
5 MINUTE BIKE RIDE

Corridor rhythm: An overarching design strategy recognizes the ever-present yet fluctuating influences of urban and 
natural conditions, strengthening them through the character and detailing of amenities as a contrast to the typically 
expected aesthetic to create surprise.  

DESIGN STRATEGY
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A series of recurring elements enhance the corridor as a destination within the city. They include event spaces to 
foster gathering, eddies for places of pause, art, furnishings, programmed activities, historic interpretation, and 
surface water enhancements.

EXPERIENTIAL ELEMENTS
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High-level planning documents for the full 5.8-mile corridor identify recommendations for functionality, layout, 
and experiential elements to carefully integrate with the unique physical characteristics (topography, ecological 
resources, and access points) of the CKC. 

SHARED USE PATH
SIDE TRAIL
TRAIL ELEMENT
RIGHT OF WAY
CROSSING AT GRADE
GRADE SEPARATED CROSSING
TRAIL
STREAM
PARK
SCHOOL

SHARED USE PATH
SIDE TRAIL
TRAIL ELEMENT
RIGHT OF WAY
CROSSING AT GRADE
GRADE SEPARATED CROSSING
TRAIL
STREAM
PARK
SCHOOL

SITE-SPECIFIC LAYOUT
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Steep side slopes along trail Eddy (seating, overlook, etc.) Neighborhood access point

NE 52nd St. intersection, see 
appendix for crossing design.

Neighborhood access point

Multifamily residential access 
point

Multifamily residential access 
point

Connection to Lake Washington 
Blvd. Carillon Creek overlook

NE 52nd St. enlargement, see 
Scrapbook

Multifamily residential access 
point Steep side slopes along trail

Wetland considerationsWetland considerations

Connection to Lake 
Washington waterfront and 
Carillon Point

Neighborhood access point

HOUGHTON PORCHYARROW WOODS
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Yarrow Woods: Providing detailed inspiration for opportunities and design influences by focusing on a small part of 
each character zone; illustrative graphics and inspired narratives convey the richness of the design.

Side trail

Shared use path Sidewalk zone

Stormwater featureTransition zone, typ.

Stormwater feature Stormwater feature and  
boardwalk

Meadow

Mixing zone

Connect to existing path Trail shifted for perpendicular 
street crossing

Potential future transit 
alignment

CHARACTER ZONE SCRAPBOOK
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Terrace Park

Play slopes and elements

Mixing zone

Neighborhood 
amphitheater

Lake View vista

Activated corridor edge and connection 
to Houghton commercial area

Accessible ramp to 104th 
Ave. NE

Shared use path

Elevated crossing of NE 
68th St.

Restroom facility

Side trail

Potential wetland concerns

Limit of separated primary/side trails, transition to 
shared trail (width of shared trail subject to increase)

Stair connection to NE 
68th St.

Potential future transit 
alignment

Convergence Zone: In an urban zone, the scrapbook captures an adjacent community park as a significant recreation 
“event” on the trail, and a future “activated edge” of development providing a connection to the adjacent business 
district.

CHARACTER ZONE SCRAPBOOK
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Highland Pass: In a naturalistic zone, the scrapbook illustrates a light touch, weaving side paths through existing 
groves of trees, a boardwalk next to an enhanced wetland, and a trail connection to an adjacent school and park. 

CHARACTER ZONE SCRAPBOOK

Connection to Cotton Hill 
Park and NE 100th St.

Side trail (along existing 
metro access route)Mixing zone with stairs

Side trail (through existing 
trees)

Seating eddy Connection to 116th Ave NE

Connection to 18th Ave.

Connection to Forbes 
Creek Dr.

Shared use path

Shared use path Mixing zone with stairs
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ORIGINAL RAIL CONDITION INTERIM INTERVENTIONS

MASTER PLAN TRAILINTERIM TRAIL

Enabled by the master plan’s rich detail, including phasing strategies, project costs, constructability analyses, and 
urban design guidelines, the city implemented an interim trail to claim the corridor as it evolves into a treasured civic 
amenity.

REALIZING THE VISION


